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TESFANEWS September 4, 27, 1945. The Role of Sinclair Oil
Corporation in the FEritrean Federation with FEthiopia. For a
better understanding of what caused the 30 years war between
Eritrea and Ethiopia, it is suffice to revisit the semptember 27,
1945 letter that was written by U.S. Oil and Gas company to James
F. Byrnes, the then Secretary of State.; The letter states; If we are
to procced with our development program in Ethiopia, it is of
vital importance that Eritreas should be recognized as an integral
part of Ethiopia, as we would have suitable seaport outlet.

Our entire development program will seriously be delayed and
affected should Eritrea be under the domination of any other
power except Ethiopia. I, therefore, urgently request that your
good offices support the demand of FEthiopia with respect to
Eritrea%.,j The U.S point of view was expressed by its then chief of
foreign policy adviser, John Foster Dulles who said: From the
point of view of justice, the opinions of the Eritrean people must
receive consideration. Nevertheless, the strategic interests of the
U.S in the Red Sea Basin and considerations of security and world
peace make it neccessay the country (Eritrea) be linked with our
ally Ethiopia. J.F.D 1952
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