ANT ALY T2 AT AR 1IC- 2SI P ST PPID

The Fundamentals of a Constitution

By Fesseha Nair
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1. What is a Constitution ?

A Constitution is a body of basic laws and principles that describes the
general organization and operation of the state and contains
fundamental principles and norms that underlie and guide all
government action. Given the fundamental nature of the constitution and
its role in laying a groundwork to shape and support the state, a
constitution is usually expected to be long-standing and somewhat
difficult to change.

A constitution is simultaneously a legal, political and social
instrument.

- Legally, it enshrines human rights and creates a predictable legal
landscape. As a supreme or higher law, its provisions provide a
framework under which all regulations legislation, institutions,
procedures or legislation must not infringe, and which the state must
strive to ensure.



- Politically, it establishes, distributes and limits government power and
provides mechanisms for deliberating and deciding on public policy.

- Socially, it may reflect a shared identity or civic vision of the state,
expressing commonly held values or fundamental principles.
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