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""Peace is not the product of terror or fear. Peace is not the silence of cemeteries.
Peace is not the silent result of violent repression. Peace is the generous, tranquil
contribution of all to the good of all. Peace is dynamism. Peace is generosity. It
is right and it is duty." Oscar Romero.
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INDIVIDUAL DEVELOPMENT ACCOUNTS (IDA) IS CONTRIB-
UTING TO ECONOMICALLY CHALLENGED STUDENTS

k

HOUSTON - Awet Zewde, used to work in
ministry of land, water and environment in his
native country Eritrea after he graduated in ag-
ricultural science from the University of Asma-
ra, Eritrea in 2000.

Eight years, in 2008, when Awet first
arrived into the United States of America, he
had to begun college again, because he could
not get a job related to his educational back-
ground. First, he found a job in St. Lukes Epis-
copal Hospital in Sugar Land, in order to get
food to eat, a roof over his head and continue
his education where he is now enrolled at the
University of Houston College of Engineering,
Department of Chemical and Bimolecular Engi-
neering

Thanks to the Individual Development
Accounts (IDA) program, the Alliance or Mul-
ticultural Community Services helped Awet.
“The IDA program helped me to cover my tui-
tion fee for this semester, I really appreciated
the support because it gave me relief to save
money for the coming semester.”

The Individual Development Accounts
(IDA) program are a matched saving program
that helps low-to-moderate income families and
individuals in the Houston metropolitan area
establish patterns of regular savings with a goal
of purchasing an asset of value. An asset of
value is likely to return substantial benefits to
its owner. These benefits are stability, security
and opportunities for increased income.

The IDA participants may use their
savings and match money towards any of three
assets of value: a home, small business or a
post-secondary education. Participants’ depos-
its are held at US Credit Union and are matched

using Federal grant funds. All partic-
ipants also receive one day financial
education class and counseling.

At the Alliance Multicultural Ser-
vices, 6440 Hillcroft, Suite 411,
Houston, TX 77081, pictures of indi-
viduals and families who participated
in the IDA program are posted at the
IDA program manager’s office. Hab-
tom leake (did not want to mention
his real name) is one of them. He and
his family of five participated in the
match savings program that allowed
his family to purchase their first
home. The family participated with
the IDA program at the beginning of
this year and saved two thousands
dollars in six months and the pro-
gram assisted them with four thousands dollars
to buy their first home. “We invested the four
thousands dollars when we bought our house
last July, and our monthly mortgage payment
dropped unbelievably. It also had a positive
impact on our credit and lowering our principal
and other payments. It really made a huge dif-
ference in our household income.”

The person behind this program at the
Alliance Multicultural Services is a 72 year old
woman, Miss Ferol, Beer. She has worked with
the program since it started in 1999. “I'm sure I
wouldn't be here if I didn't really, and really
enjoy my job.” Said Miss Ferol and continues,
“it is always rewarding to see somebody mov-
ing into their house, see them getting a degree,
see them complete their first semester of
school. Here they come to me for another check
for their next semester; they even
start their own business, it is very rewarding job
and I love it.” She said.

Based on the information from Miss
Ferol, there are 364 persons actively enrolled in
IDA a program at the Alliance for Multicultural
Community Services this year, and 29 of them
are students. There are also two other agencies
in Houston that are doing IDA programs: the
Cabinet Capital and Gulf Coast Community
Services.

For example, to participate in the program you
need to go to the Alliance website
(www.allinaceontheweb.org), and it will show
you the income limit and all the documents that
are needed including income guidelines provid-
ed by the U.S. government. Most required doc-
uments besides social security or picture ID of
some sort, and your most resent one month
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paycheck stubs. They also need to take a look
at your budget and go over in detail and see
what you are comfortable saving on monthly
basis.

If you are a single person and save one
thousand, you will receive a match of two thou-
sand. And if you are more than one in a house
hold you can save two thousand and receive
four thousand.

One of the bonuses of the program in
this time of the year is you can use all or a part
of your tax refund to deposit into the IDA ac-
count. But they do want to see a monthly de-
posit to your special IDA savings account for
several months. And of course they want to see
also that you are enrolled at your school and
your degree plan.

Usually with the education segment of
the program, it happens three, four withdrawals
and depends where you are receiving your de-
gree. For example, if you going to Houston
Community College now and that money car-
ries over when you enroll at the University of
Houston or Rice University or somewhere else.
Awet did the same with the IDA four thousand
dollars when he transferred from Houston
Community College to University of Houston
last semester where he is majoring in chemical
engineering.

Awet is dreaming now to be an entre-
preneur in chemical and drug manufacturing
business and live the American dream after he
receives his degree in 2012.


http://www.allinaceontheweb.org/

AN VEOTT Fihl9° OCHPT I (A9°

P~.0. (832)-455-0540

n(l 72 3 HPAA

NE.ME7 ACE T hI°HLAN: (IH, AN,
Fa0AR VAT HLAT T LPNE-NEP
AD-T7 WIhC 7ok hWCTe-P 114-P
W07 A0 0L THCHN VHANST Y1)
aAMh AT ALATT LTPNENEP AD-TF
AHtohn Zhat HEa: 90, 11¢-P 6719° 1B
79°0Pt A9°rT HAINLA AhA DAN WY
Al AOAA- NNPEL N L7117 Ad-TP
00 AAHPPSE a0 718, 10 L av \CY T
VLG HG @h'7 OA Wiy 7r1e-T
AT0UT: I°AhRI° LavCR : HAheh 5L
A7 YAR £97: 780 AN HAF:
I°C L 5RT a6t b, NLTINA HENAA
1521 h9°HeAN NA 79T LAhIT e

A47° A\ POA L0 T4 7 0o 1h R
©-L017 NC2AR “1h0é- 17 Ahov £
nAatg- xe-9°?

£25A: hCTEP 1142 0?17 h9°
478, N19°1: NHONE 1P 1A, H0E-P
V162 PLYT 6719°7 9° 0 NAI° T
IO R A%NA, 00T WA Ty
ANHESH T AL AL 7 1016 avAlh NGA T
MIONNGT HLATT LTPNENEP AD-TT
A180, 0 NN TO9A DA Thded®
LPANTLE HAA ANAT HLFEAAL
A aoOCon NPOATT RE9° hachrk?
AOP aZPdF 9°P LAl LT A,
aZPOI N, L€ A NLANE A IN7Y,
N2, PL0-7 PR, NPCNY Rz
D, AAS (1 AP HEGN: AhATF
g°0 NCh: A0, 90, 7146-2 K70
TATE7 RE 977 160, OhG: LAL
LPTNENEP Am-m, av 7 heN ¢
WGP 1162 h9° 07 10 HAL (S L
0T AAGEET N9°0.20: (H, A.2MY,
A9k CPC1

4497 18 mé T navAGh: Aavd-CR: ANAT

AAQL A rHCTITA ORC

Al HAAA A 7FCTTNTA O FC: 58
PN, 5T e PNNT Lot 7:
ANt Mmy P2 A0S AN W9 AT

P12 0= N7 Mhov & +18.5.7

£2A.A: 0K TAFET 0 INTT G2
Tt WP h0<7 127 CTIYRT RE 1064

NCA A7 héde: NM67Y, 9°0NA7
LPNENLPT avOCh h9°HA T A NCAG
IO TRI°"TT WIAR LLECH A WTLANP
NCTT 209° AT ch: WHE.A09 7°AThe
AT-AhAN0 HALI®: AL, 74, -T@7.09°:
T7eh & hEI° TATILTI°: NLTNE-NSP
A0 nav il 9°0MA 7000 9. 104
NV ACAP PE-L HENIN: AN 7°ATh P
FAN 1ICS: 1NF9° oo NAN Y
707 09° 360 N70 D7 LoNNAST

F

0477 (L3P 0TI hCTE-R TP
ho°U7 W32 K907

£25A: P75, 0719° hCTE-P 116D
N2 07 77 aPAR h LA ST
LPNENEP AD-m.: NOEch 1007
ARPLET AMDYYNT @507 NHEN DY

NG 7 & mé AL P: I°ANP NGO T
V912G F9°RAL NP L HAw VHOP PAN,
NN AFéA TI° W Rs

NA- A “M, P5av A70-F: 9°N0
NL 09" HONN9°7:
4@ T R 19 RINWFT

0497 10T AH, AP FH, A7 3-8
Tehet: ToOk NCAHT POANA Ade?
00 A% 10:00 .2 7P RCA, PLNT .
A b £35A: WGP 11462 10177 AN,

APTH @&~ PONT AW T 0717117
P14-R ©g°N 7 TONN, FI°NR T 1INV
A N THEANS D-C79T F09° (boih7

Gl N9 ALAT7 A0 Gav 17 2011
LNlANng°

7°0 -G NT4AAC Tovne 3T NN

LA THI° & ANTHI? GAALT ALAPT ANTAC LRI SV
AFANN: WA-LANP A, 750 heeHaes ik AR NN TR Vs
B LA 2 AT FPNFET POOPTY e Al Tk K180
A8 NI°LA®- Lhé kA ANV
av%() AN, PO

A ahan 2010 2.9°. ¢~ 21-22 12" 5

Al A80 AN HHACL V16-E POA HATg bChe-D-£7

@ 0@-07 YHOP ATL0F T PhL L Afes
h9°ae @7 114-2 M0k, AL Aioh TR0
NN D7 T9°NRA: A 190, s
HOZ17 097 317 7071711 WA
0 o 0m, VHN, NI°L2 VHAP NN I+
TPEI° do-T7 HEY% DT NCHT A
FAMAA LCh= Nav(ét A 5772
A0 WCTEP 11C6-P h9° 0T WAL
0717V HOR av9°Ch I 17 hh 4277,
ANNT 07107 HHEPVNG° av Lt
ONCHT NU0-A CAANA: Add.::

049% hC TP 1142 00207 9785
PPI° av(\ D)6 av 471 TICT L ALAP?

£25A: WL V1 Al hCle- aPALTP
nC he'r Hive: NCYT VLG TUNS
NPPI°T “PHAT hT7 HENIN: NONTTh-
Hov W 8¢ av oL 9° 0% x Al
N7 0L 7990 WP C 7" athe Fotc:
avdih hAl (RoodMap) AN+49° 1
VHAS: TOCYT V1L AAR: PP
Mkt w7 THovhLC HAL P40 LR L
79°hA7 Al Al avAR VU7 HhLA ST
LPNENEP AD-TT HECN WLANR
P12 WAV CALAI17 ANPI~T7 A
A9°+ hak h9° HA NIvI°Coh, WAL
180 PP AL HGT AAI°GT
19°0-h0 HM P0G htz &ivé 0Lt
NCYT VLG HI°ONLT av(\, 2716 av it
ha: 0k 11%.4- AT PPI° Favih
HTPARH TR HhIH A1L 79°LAm-
A% Al N7LE NhOA Howe 724 PPI°:
av(\21¢ av L4071 190 G L 19587 1997
PPVt hCTET oo bt 11617
A 9°T HATO o8 010 W8, T4
nge 784, I°LAm-: avAi VU7 HhLAT T
N 1% 6 LPFA



PPt 2010 9.9°. ¢~ 20 1% 6

- 19°09°7 KGR 114-P 1e077 1) 500
L HE@D-m& o7 h9° HAP Lh9°tx= h LT

h 1% 5 HPAA

LPNENEP AD-P7 FI°V0 300 NAHAA-
NAT e A150, o0 ARz

A17%: 1677 hAGPTET G LHT Al HHE.ANP
7 31 HES? HAP VHOP 07110 FT
Y1462 1Mk RT3 LR?

£25A: 116-P Mh AN 1P 6719°
ALY AOTE: 9° 1m0 @037
avA{ YHAT HLAIT LTPNENLP
AD-P7 Nt A QAN 1467 hAGTT7
G LHI° Al A0 FT HPov- HA@. YHAP
719031 Nav)lot D0 =07 W74
av 801 av9°Cch J17 1P16-P T,
79°0P Thea. a0 8 P HTII° NChTT
hCTEP 1R 007 b M-
N0 1097 =

0497 715, LB I TLHI° A
A0F Heov- HA@. YHOAP N0
Y162 1Mk RT3 LR?

£25A: KT: LR JT A-ch 9°0M.C HAP
ALDTY = M0 19 o0 T LR J T A
ATAC P°ANP NCYT VLG K10 a0 CIK
HALI* T Al hCé- LTPNENEP A@-m,
TI°CIAR NG HPOA- AhAT T
AAPI°: Al AOAH, WA NVHO, A9
WHNLAI°T P16 Mk G0 Tt
T9°NAh HEMAA R0C T HN ST N
LA J P g0

09497 An9° A W14AN9 NN F~T HI° Ll
HA@. =h 27101 010 I hWCE-P
142 007 NPrI AT 1P
Tk N0 Le9°?

£15A: KH9° A WTLAN? DC79T 909°
NI° LA HAQ. h 2Tt Q710 FT

-

7003 TPLIT WGP 1P
W07 79° 0 NAI°rT7 ONT I
7UHA HI°HH AhAT 9% A O AI°
VH(. @5.09° 7ao0Ceh 114 Mh
79°0P T A a8 PP & TNTE N4
HA@. N7 F109° 22 KH, “I0T 17
NhCTEP 11462 h9°07 NP 73 Tatet:
7142 M0k N9 HNA @A
HLI°VA@. W7 hNC Féoks TATI> @7
N9° A HhavOA hAd-J~F HANR B3 T7
NINTT709° NN AT CNAGT T =
N7t hCTEP 1162 0907 L2 h T
TATE 116 Hh 904277 Gh@-7
PRt N7 ch PIFEFT R GOTT
Hhbt 8L 90 LARI°T: WA, avOlot
N9°C ha: 707790 @©-L0 &6 SVANT
oG o7 e L hAGTTH Adhov- 9°vA.
LGAT: Al LR I T NUA 9°0 T1R4:
AHT® AA] N-4.AA9° W10 I NI°LA HA.
ML TN FT: A 116 M,
79076 0NhOLAZ° h9° ANg° NNo-AF
HO5L4 PL-L LT

A47°% '11¢-L "M, 190907 ANLT NIOR'E
‘tav 4. Hie?

£14A: 1P MK N e G0t 0L
Qa0 a0, P NIKE: POA O\'r
Nav(lt @03 114 POA Al avOinl9°
2011 N.20A 640 R0C 1 L& hl:
7142 M0k NIVAA N Al ao0H TP
TFOH ACE-P 1P =" 07 Do
HOAA ALDTT: 9°07.0: 1 14-P Mh
T9°®-47 9°01: (doch NCVh BITTG
ANL NI°HTPOI°: TOA- HE A, 0ET7 (1T
G ol bt 1800

0477 €& ¢ +I001: 1142 Mh WILL

o8 o7 1L A7 H-ch Y14
Al 9+ NAET aoX GO HE AT 158
I°VA@. NMTH7.D00 ALNMNAT7: A hS-

ARG TR Do T N avAR YA

Y

H 1497 hv.CR PO 1168 TR

ALATT LTNENELP AD-TT boto-T7
NN WHAA 08+ hed.am how &6
T 041 P16-P Mk NONT ANIE %
NAH, Al. e 'H, A “MA- 40 9°A10
no/n xe:

0958 A% Nio-7?

£55A: 1162 Mh, L0T AP 1P
PLYT 6719°7 %52 AAN Y hCTE-P 1142
W2 07 NMHLH DY GANLT ALAPT
T avAR NEATT WANGT HhLATT
LPNENEP AD-TT HEIMR N7 Nha
GPge ok NOACH' L= AL TSL°H. Hih
PrFET o X GO 17 N HhTT DA 19790
VHAP @-20 N6 Va0 hheL7 784,
LB T i T WCTEP 114D

M2 07 1L Mhé 9°P o0 NAL P TR
TO0'F Hiv::

0477 497 0= N7 Fh 1k 1avy RR?
°N a0t AP HAP NI°LG hav £
LavA NNAT NART THAA htJT
av\(, A1 HoP XA mF9° W PCNAhg®
hG:

0497 WU b3t 7av Re? 90N
a7t AP HAP NI°LG hav £
LavOA NAT WART hPJT: av A, A
HOOZK R (hA9° NI PCOANI® A.G =

avC&h

At el tRI° Y1LL
AMNALE hoT9° 91701
Al vt W15 Nend
I°XG ch: Al VLO17 Hhan:
A7t AP0 AT0NTA
VAT FA: NAFL 27 J-hAn
2010: Al 58 Gav-t: G-

Al § 8 hCTe-o-£7 LN TPV
LA ACON: G2 ACTC-o-£7 LN T PVE
£ hil7 9°N2 NP L mmé I°RG oh: 10NN
2 Pé 2011 (% 08:00 £hé P1¢
7 L5077 NPMNLA RPx

1714 Dover St, Houston, TX

1952 - 2010

028 @£ 832-407-3494.




