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Tedla Ugbit who supported the Pro-Ethiopian polices that led to Annexation,
and his deputy,Goitom Gebrezghi, police Commander of Asmara, was
instrumental in suppressing the 1958 General Strike. During the general strike
and demonstrations of 1958 the British consul noted that the majority were
Christian and that UP members were “"mostly very anti-Ethiopia ( Pool,
2001:53).During the attempted coup of 1960, Mengistu Neway, leader of the
coup communicated with General Tedla Ugbit requiring him to secure the
borders as the military committee which he lead had decided to recognize
Eritrea’s independence. But the Eritrean General rejected the offer and
preferred to welcome the Emperor in Asmara, on his way from Sudan (Ali,
2007) . As a result of this, the coup was failed and the Emperor returned to the

capital on December 17,1960.

Tedla Ugbi inspecting Eritrean police in the
1950s:Tedla Ugbit, Brigadier-General (?-
1963): an ardent Unionist who persistently
worked and assisted the annexation of
Eritrea. Trained under the British, Tedla
Ugbit became one of the most feared
Eritrean personalities during the Federation
years. In 1951 the British Administration
sent him for study to England. In November
1954, alongside with two other police
officers, dismissed by the Chief Executive on
the grounds of redundancy.Tedla Ugbit
resigned from his post rather than accept a
transfer to a civilian position, giving his
reason that his dismissal had been due to his
strong support for Union. His case was taken
up by the palace, and with pressure from the
Federal government, in May 1955 the Chief
Executive forced to appoint Tedla Ugbit as
deputy Police Commissioner with the rank of
Major. [Standing Left to right: Tedla Ogbit,
Rezene Berhanu, Seyoum Kahsai,and
Zeremariam Azazi, with trainers at a British
Police training center

--------------------- Source of the
picture:Alemeseged's latest book]
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