A Call to all Pro-Justice Eritreans in the Diaspora ERITREAN

INSTITUTE

From: Eritrean Research Institute for Policy and Strategy ron PoLicY

It /s time to bring together our professionals, build hope, and shape the future of Eritrea
with compassion for our peaple, professional ethos and effective solutions.

The repression of Eritreans under the brutal PFDJ dictatorship and the scale of the current political crisis in Eritrea are
unprecedented. Apparently, we share grave concerns about the fate of our people and the future of our nation, and we
express a profound sense of solidarity with those who continue to take a firm stand against injustice. We also recognize
that the situation requires a significant number of well-meaning Eritreans with knowledge, drive and persistence,
effectively carrying out their duties to bring change and recover our great country from one of its gloomiest periods.

As you may be aware, we have recently released a letter to the public titled “ 7he 2020 Manifesto of Eritrean Scholars
and Proféssionals in the Diaspora” and in it we have highlighted our shared concerns over the regime’s continued and
horrific human rights abuses, reckless political games and a need for building cohesive strategies. The Manifesto was
signed by 114 Eritrean scholars and professionals with doctorate degrees, and it was heartwarming to many Eritreans
to see so many intellectuals firmly standing with their people and exposing the abuses and oppression committed by
the Isaias regime. Some also urged that Eritrean scholars and professionals assume the responsibility of providing
direction and guidance in the fight for justice and beyond.

Acting in response to calls from several signatories of the Manifesto and other Eritreans, the organizing team invited
all signatories for a follow up meeting, which was held on May 30, 2020. The meeting was by all means a great success
with over 70 signatories attending and discussing about how they can further assist Pro-Justice Eritreans in the fight
against dictatorship. As a result of the meeting and discussions that followed, decisions have been made (a) to form
and name the organization “Eritrean Research Institute for Policy and Strategy (The Institute)”, (b) to expand the scope
and membership of the Institute to include Eritrean professionals, academics and experienced activists with and
without doctorate degrees, (¢) to collaborate with political and civic organizations that share similar values and goals.
The meeting also underscored the importance of collaborating with all well-meaning Eritreans to speed up the process
of bringing about a positive change, completely transforming the political system of the country and ending the
suffering of the Eritrean people. The Institute is committed to engage in all that is necessary and research-based
activities and ensure that there will be a smooth transition to a democratic rule in the aftermath of regime change.
Moreover, the Institute is now in the process of forming discipline-based Think Tank groups that will help to prepare
the necessary blueprints and policy documents that may be launched during the transition period. These blueprints will
serve as the basis for the country’s economic development, the reformation of public institutions and the overall
improvement of the welfare of the Eritrean people.

To this end, we are posting this public announcement to invite all Eritreans who are willing and have the ability, the
knowledge, experiences and the commitment to contribute to the success of The Institute. Our aim is to position our
discipline-based Think Tank Groups for effectively responding to and solving the toughest challenges of our people.
We are therefore appealing to all who have the requisite expertise and the willingness to join and serve as members of
the Think Tank Groups. Please join ERIPS and one of the Think Tank groups by providing your background and
area(s) of interest in the following questionnaire: https://forms.gle/fBtDrdFJQc35PVJh6

If you belong to an organization and want to submit an official request for collaboration or want to discuss with
members of ERIPS team please send email to: esp.manifesto2020@gmail.com

If you have any question, please feel free to contact the ERIPS organizing team at esp.manifesto2020@gmail.com.

Regards,
The ERIPS Organizing Team
6/28/2020
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