Eritrean Council of Elders (ECoE)
Subject: Your views on the proposed National Dialogue Conference

We, members of the Eritrean Council of Elders, an initiative of Eritrean elders from all walks of life who
have formed themselves into a voluntary organization to assist Eritreans working to effect democratic
change in our country, are writing to seek your views about and input for what we believe is an urgent
need: The convening of a National Dialogue Conference and establishment of a coordinating body that
will guide and coordinate the efforts of Eritreans who desire and work to bring about positive change in
Eritrea.

We recognize that this is not a new idea, nor a new attempt. It is only a renewed initiative by elders who
have no individual ambitions but desire to see all Eritrean groupings who believe in such a need to move
in the direction of its realization.

Our Council is composed of elders who reflect the diverse demographic makeup of Eritrea, and who have
contributed to the struggle for the independence of our country and the liberation of our people.
Importantly, as mentioned, we have no political ambitions or agenda as individuals or a group other than
to initiate the coming together of Eritreans organized to work for the regime removal and the
establishment of democratic governance in Eritrea. We operate independently, free from the influence of
any national or external entities.

We believe and are fully confident that change will come in Eritrea. It is imperative, however, that to
expedite and lessen the human and material cost of the change, to better prepare for what awaits Eritrean
parties with the desire to construct the new democratic system, to build the institutions that would be
necessary to ensure the solidity of that new system, Eritrean political and civil groups need to now
urgently come under a unifying maxim. Our objective is not to prescribe what the content of the
preparation would need to be, but to do all possible to encourage that it be done. We have otherwise the
fullest confidence in the desire and capacity of our newer generation to fulfill the task. We see our role as
elders, to advise and help prepare for the initial step towards the formation of the coordinating body to
effectuate the goals mentioned above.

As we embark on this crucial endeavor, we seek your views and input, including proposed additions of
names of Eritreans ready to join the Council of Elders. Your participation in this endeavor is highly
appreciated, and we look forward to hearing from you.

Please, to correspond with the Eritrean Council of Elders, use the following email address:
EritreanCouncilOfElders@gmail.com.

Thank you for your continued dedication to our common struggle for justice, lasting peace and continued
development in our country.

Sincerely,

Eritrean Council of Elders
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