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Eritrean Seaman Union
Official statement
a®hd, €. MR.1224-01

12 March 2024

Urgent attention is required for the current situation in the Red Sea

The Eritrean Seaman Union (ESU) is deeply concerned about the growing security threats in
the Red Sea region. This increase in maritime insecurity presents significant challenges,
demanding swift action from neighboring nations and the international maritime community.
The safety of seafarers navigating through these vital trade routes is jeopardized, with targeted
attacks and occasional ship sinkings on the rise, posing potential environmental disasters.
Immediate and coordinated efforts are crucial to address this pressing issue and ensure the
security and stability of maritime operations in the area.

In light of escalating concerns about climate change since the Industrial Revolution,
combating it has become a top global priority. Yemen's Houthi attacks on merchant ships
worsen economic and financial damage to Red Sea coastal communities. The risk of oil and
chemical spills threatens our coastal ecosystem, leading to long-term and irreversible harm.
Neighboring countries of the Red Sea, including Eritrea, will be the first to suffer from such
devastation.

The outbreak of a security crisis in the Red Sea, compounded by environmental threats, first
surfaced with the commencement of the Yemen war, leading to the abandonment of a tanker
vessel. However, it intensified notably with the outbreak of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict,
especially targeting merchant vessels along the Red Sea's international shipping route. This
crisis poses a significant threat to the coastlines of Yemen and adjacent nations along the Red
Sea, with the potential for lasting ecological damage to the region's natural resources. The
severity of the situation underscores the urgent need for proactive international intervention,
as demonstrated by the successful resolution of last year's crisis involving the FSO tanker
vessel through coordinated efforts of the international community. The FSO Sefer tanker,
abandoned off the Yemeni coast for years, contained over a million barrels of oil, posing a
grave risk of pollution in the Red Sea. Fortunately, through collaborative efforts of the
international community, a UN-led operation in July 2023 successfully transferred the oil to a
safer vessel, averting a major environmental disaster.

Once again, the Israeli-Palestinian war broke out a few months later, putting ships in danger
of sinking. While the perpetrators may justify these attacks against ships in international trade
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routes as acts of resistance against the enemy or as strategic measures within the context of
conflict, we would like to emphasize that such attacks are generally violations of international
maritime laws and endanger civilians and mainly for an extended period, it will cause great
damage to the natural resources of the Red Se. It may also be irreversible or The
environmental damage recovery costs are expected to be exorbitant and unpredictable.

The Red Sea stands as a vital, yet underutilized, maritime resource, boasting pristine waters
and abundant biodiversity. Despite its potential, neighboring nations have faced challenges in
harnessing their marine resources, often due to prolonged conflicts, misaligned policies, or
other hindrances. Concerted efforts must be made to address the precarious situation along the
Red Sea shipping routes, mitigating the risk of attacks on merchant vessels that could result in
environmental pollution. Collaboration among stakeholders is crucial to safeguarding this
valuable maritime ecosystem and ensuring sustainable utilization of its resources.

The ESA reaffirms its commitment to work with all stakeholders to address the multifaceted
challenges facing the Red Sea region. We call for an inclusive and transparent dialogue to
develop comprehensive strategies and action plans that prioritize environmental protection,
promote economic stability, and ensure peace and security for all.

In conclusion, we urge all stakeholders to prioritize the protection of the environment,
economy, and security of the Red Sea. Together, through collective action and partnership, we
can build a more sustainable and resilient future for the Red Sea region and its inhabitants.

Eritrean Seaman Union

12.03.2024
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